Tagliacozzi had a few followers who repeated successful cases but despite the fame of the procedure today, over the course of time it fell into disuse. It was thought to be either impossible or fabulous and his success was eventually declared apocryphal. 3 In the early twentieth century Jacques Joseph It had been offered to him earlier by Kaiser Willhelm on the condition that he converted to christianity but he refused. In 1931 he published his milestone book on plastic surgery-Nasenplastik und sonstige gesichtsplastik, nebst einem anhang über mammaplastik. 4 Joseph gave the first description of the deltopectoral island flap for breast surgery and neck resurfacing 5 which includes a copy of a picture from Carl Manchot's 1889 atlas on cutaneous arterial anatomy, 6 specifying the arterial basis for the flap. Manchot, while still a medical student, was tasked by his neurology professor to chart the course of the cutaneous arteries assuming that they followed the nerves, his primary focus of intent.
The nerves did not reliably follow arteries and the work, which proved to be a veritable treasure map for subsequent flap design, was shelved and thought to be lost to humanity by those who could only read English until its 'rediscovery' in the 1970s.
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One hundred and sixty years later, Felix Behan, in Melbourne, showed that arteries did broadly follow the dermatome pattern and described his angiotome concept of skin blood supply 7 So it was that a curious chapter in the history of plastic surgery, zoografting, came into being and is again described in a fascinating article by Gibson. 12 This involved grafting of living tissue from one species to another, the recipient being human.
Frog skin was most popular because it was cheap and could be carried in the surgeon's pocket 13 although dog puppies, rabbits and birds were also tried. What we have now learned from immunology means that these were clearly false inter-pretations of apparently correct observations. Even before he was first to ligate the fallopian tube for ectopic pregnancy. 18 In 1882 Billroth in Vienna successfully removed the stomach for a cancerous obstruction.
This 'master of men' was the first surgeon to meticulously document his results including operative mortality, complications and five year reviews. A bizarre anecdote alleges that Billroth, despite his famed surgical technique accidentally poked his assistant's eye out using the scalpel handle as a dissector with the blade uppermost.
The assistant retired from surgery and became a green-grocer. 19 In the light of the risks and technical challenges it was therefore extraordinary that Clinical applications soon followed, replantation, initially by Susumu Tamai in Japan , 41 in 1965, and unbeknown to the West, in China, and then a free abdominal dermo-fat graft transfer to the buccal mucosa which sloughed after three weeks (Antia and Buch). 42 Buncke's successful omentum to the scalp followed in 1968. 43 
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